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 India-Canada 
Vaccine Maitri 

To know about India’s vaccine supply globally click here. 
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NEWS ROUND-UP 

Major Cabinet decisions by the Government of India 

A commercial consignment of 500,000 doses of the AstraZeneca 
vaccine under the brand Covishield was sent by the Pune-based Serum 
Institute of India (SII) to Canada. It was received by its Canadian 
partner Verity Pharmaceuticals, located in the Greater Toronto Area 
town of Mississauga. Canada’s minister of public services & 
procurement Anita Anand and India’s high commissioner to Canada 
Ajay Bisaria were present for the receipt of the batch of vaccine. 

Canada receives it’s first shipment of COVID vaccines from India  

PM Modi inaugurated the Jal Shakti Abhiyan/ Catch the Rain initiative 
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PM Narendra Modi virtually inaugurates Maritime India Summit 2021 

The flagship initiative of the Minister of State for Ports, Shipping & 
Waterways (I/C), Government of India was organised in the month 
of March 2021. The event comprised of a 3-day SUMMIT and 
Exhibition. The event was attended by various stakeholders in the 
maritime sector including senior and eminent policy planners, 
domestic and international investors, CEOs of Indian and global 
maritime companies, industry experts, thought leaders, 
technology providers, bankers and insurers, representatives of 
major ports and shipping lines from across the world. Read more 

First Quad Summit | Quad leaders for ‘open, free’ Indo-Pacific 

Public Consultation for Implementation of Budget 2021 

PM Shri Narendra Modi addressed a series of webinars earlier this 
month to detail out a roadmap for the effective implementation of 
Budget 2021 provisions.  Public ideas are strongly appreciated. For 
more details, read here.  

India at UN Security council on UN Peacekeeping 

India will be UNSC President in August 2021 and will 
preside over the council again for a month in 2022. 
At informal UNSC meet on UN Peacekeeping, the 
Ambassador of India to UN, Amb T S trimurti, called to:  
 Strengthen further safety & security of peacekeepers 
 Bring perpetrators of heinous crime against them to 

justice  
 Enhance use of technology for safety 
 Recalled Flag of India’s gift of 200,000 vaccine doses 

for peacekeepers 

Addressing the virtual summit, Mr. Modi, President Joe 
Biden of the United States, Japanese Premier Yoshihide 
Suga and Australian Prime Minister Scott Morrison 
highlighted cooperation among the member countries 
to beat the global COVID-19 pandemic, with joint 
partnership on vaccines, and emphasised the need for 
an “open” and “free” Indo-Pacific region. 
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OECD raises India's economic growth forecast to 12.6% for 2021-22 

The Organization for Economic Co-operation and Development 
(OECD) has raised the projection for India’s economic growth rate 
by 4.7 per centage points at 12.6 per cent for 2021-22. That would 
enable India to retain its earlier tag of the fastest growing large 
economy in the world. In its interim report on economic outlook, 
OECD said: “Activity moved above pre-pandemic levels in China, 
India, and Turkey, helped by strong fiscal and quasi-fiscal 
measures and a recovery in manufacturing and construction.” 

PM Modi inaugurates Maitri Setu between India, Bangladesh  

Strengthening neighbourhood connectivity, 
PM Shri Narendra Modi along with Bangladesh’s PM Sheikh 
Hasina, inaugurated Maitri Setu between India & Bangladesh. He 
also inaugurated and laid the foundation stone of multiple 
infrastructure projects in Tripura. The Maitri Setu, also called The 
Gateway of Northeast, is an economically crucial bridge built over 
the Feni River to link with Tripura in India with Bangladesh. 

Arindam Bagchi takes charge as MEA spokesperson, succeeds Anurag Srivastava 

Arindam Bagchi, an officer of the 1995 batch of the Indian Foreign 
Service (IFS), has assumed charge as the new spokesperson of the 
Ministry of External Affairs. Taking to Twitter, Bagchi said he looks 
forward to working closely with everyone to fulfil his responsibilities 
in this new role. He is replacing Anurag Srivastava, an officer of the 
1999 batch of IFS, who had taken over as the spokesperson in April 
last year. 
Srivastava wished Bagchi as he took over as the next spokesperson. 
 

HIGH COMMISSIONER’S CORNER 

The first Make in India Conference on travel, 
hospitality, tourism, construction and wellness sector 
was virtually organised on 25 March 2021 in association 
with Impact Media & Events Corporation, Brampton. 
Mr. Ajay Bisaria, High Commissioner of India to Canada 
virtually inaugurated the Make in India Conference and 
delivered the keynote address. Ms Lisa MacLeod, 
Minister of Heritage, Sport, Tourism and Culture 
Industries of the Ontario Province also addressed the 
audience and shared the details about Ontario’s virtual 
trade mission to India.   
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High Commissioner Ajay Bisaria had a virtual attendance 
at the Indo-Canadian Business Chamber’s Annual Gala 
night for 2021. The event was also attended by Minister 
of Public Services and Procurement Anita Anand and 
Minister of Economic Development, Job Creation and 
Trade, Victor Fedelli and the High Commissioner of 
Canada to India, Nadir Patel. The event celebrated and 
recognized the partnership and excellence of Indo-
Canadian relationships. 
 

ARTS & CULTURE 
Virtual Holi celebration: Range de Canada 

Virtual Holi celebration on Sunday, March 28 was hosted by India 
Canada Consortium at 11:30 am Canada Flag of Canada EST). 
India Flag of India at 9:00 pm (IST). The event was coordinated by 
Gipsy Ghosh, Director of the India-Canada Consortium.  The event 
was attended by the High Commissioner of India, Shri Ajay Bisaria, 
as the chief guest. The Member of Canadian Parliament, Marie-
France Lalonde and the CEO of Phoenix Homes Cuckoo Kochar, also 
attended the celebration virtually. 
 

 HEALTH AND WELLNESS  

Global Ayurveda Festival, 2021 organized in Kerala  
The Global Ayurveda Festival (GAF) was organised by Ministry 
of AYUSH and Center for Innovation in Science and social 
action from March 12-19 in Kerala for 2021. The event carried 
all the components, as in earlier GAFs, including an 
international seminar, expo, business meet on Ayurveda and 
related products.  

EDUCATION 

Commonwealth Scholarship Scheme  
The Indian Council for Cultural Relations (ICCR) is offering two 
scholarships under the Commonwealth Scholarship to 
Canadian students. Applications are invited from interested 
scholars. Detailed guidelines on the process of applying for 
ICCR Scholarships online on the A2A Portal and the procedure 
and norms governing the same is given on the website 
www.a2ascholarships.iccr.gov.in 
Last date of receipt of application is 30-April-2021. 
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Ustad Ghulam Mustafa Khan Fellowship for Music 

In the memory of world-famous Indian musician Ustad Ghulam 
Mustafa Khan, ICCR has initiated a "Ustad Ghulam Mustafa Khan 
Fellowship for Music” which will be available to foreign musicians/ 
artists/scholars to do research in the field of Indian music. Under 
this programme, the selected Fellow is affiliated, on the basis of 
mutual consent, to an academic/cultural institution in India. Read 
more 

ECONOMY 

Infosys to expand in Calgary, Alberta 

Indian Information and Technology company Infosys 
Is considering expanding its footprint in Canada with a tech & 
innovation hub in Calgary, Alberta. With this [prospective, Infosys 
will be bringing in good jobs & growth. 
The Indian IT industry is recognized globally for its competitive 
innovations & high-quality services. Read more 

HCL Technologies launches Digital Acceleration center in Canada 

HCL Technologies Ltd (HCL), a leading global technology company, 
today announced the opening of its Innovation center focused on 
digital acceleration in Mississauga, Ontario. From this newest Global 
Delivery center (GDC), HCL will deliver advanced technology solutions 
to its global client base to help accelerate their digital transformation 
journeys. HCL will provide next-gen services including digital and 
analytics solutions, cloud consulting and migration, cybersecurity, IT 
infrastructure and application services. Read more 

India’s Tata Consultancy plans new downtown Montreal  

India’s Tata Consultancy Services is expanding its Montreal footprint by 
moving into a new downtown workspace at 1255 Phillips Square, just 
off Ste-Catherine St. The information technology company, a unit of 
the Tata Group conglomerate, plans to hire about 100 employees 
immediately, and more than 500 over three years, according to a 
statement issued Thursday. 
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Investing made Easy  

One-stop repository on all information related to champion sectors and high 
priority sectors under "Make In India". 
Get a GIS-based web portal of over 4,000 industrial parks over 6 lakh hectares 
of land here  

COMMUNITY VIBES 

Tiranga-Maple Rally in Canada Hailing Covid-19 Vaccine Supply 

The Indian diaspora in Canada organised a massive ‘Tiranga and 
Maple car rally’ to celebrate the growing ties of Canada and 
India. Hundreds of cars participated at the rally in Brampton, 
following all traffic rules and Covid-19 guidelines. The diverse 
group of diasporas thanked India for practicing the ancient Vedic 
value of ‘Vasudhaiva Kutumbakam’ (the world is one family). 
 

ADVISORES  
     Vande Bharat Mission Phase 10 - Revised Flight Schedule. Click here 
     Advisory for OCI Holders. Click here 
 Advisory for Walk-in Consular Services at High Commission. Click here  
 Beware about Scam Telephone Calls. See our advisory here 
 Guidelines for International Arrivals in India with effect from 22 Feb 2021 Read here  

 

Tiranga Yatra organized by Albertans in Edmonton 

A Tiranga Yatra was organized in Edmonton by 
Albertans on March 27th afternoon, attended by 400+ 
cars. The rally was well attended in conjunction with 
multiple associations and individuals meeting at the 
Venue Heritage Transit Centre, Ellerslie Rd. Participants 
expressed gratitude to the Government of India and 
Prime Minister Shri Narendra Modi for delivering the 
Vaccines so promptly during unprecedented times. 
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Follow us on Social Media 

Compiled by the Press, Information and Culture Wing of the High Commission of India, Ottawa 

To subscribe/unsubscribe, please email 
inf.ottawa@mea.gov.in 
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