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Aatma Nirbhar Bharat – Farm Bills 

Read more FAQs on Farm Bills. Read here 

https://www.hciottawa.gov.in/pdf/news/Putting_Farmers_First.pdf
https://www.hciottawa.gov.in/newsevent?id=424
https://twitter.com/mygovindia/status/1334542922918866951
https://twitter.com/i/status/1334542922918866951
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NEWS ROUND-UP 

  

Major Cabinet decisions by the Government of India 

Union Minister for Agriculture Shri Narendra Singh Tomar, Union 
Minister for Railways, Commerce and Industry and Consumer Affairs, 
Food and Public Distribution Shri Piyush Goyal and Union Minister of 
State for Commerce and Industry Shri Som Prakash participated in the 
6th round of talks with the representatives of farmers’ Unions at Vigyan 
Bhawan, New Delhi on December 30,2020. Shri Tomar assured the 
Farmers’ Unions leaders that government is committed to solving 
farmers’ problems and both sides need to take steps forward to arrive 
at an amicable solution. Read more 
 

Media briefing by Minister of Agriculture and Farmers Welfare and Minister of Railways and Commerce  

Benefits of the New Farm Laws in a Nutshell 

https://pib.gov.in/PressReleasePage.aspx?PRID=1684863
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Prime Minister Modi lays foundation stone of New parliament Building 

Prime Minister Shri Narendra Modi laid the foundation stone of the 
New Parliament Building on December 10, 2020. The new building 
is an intrinsic part of the vision of ‘Aatma Nirbhar Bharat’ and will 
be a landmark opportunity to build a peoples’ Parliament for the 
first time after independence, one which will match the needs and 
aspirations of ‘New India’ in the 75th anniversary of independence 
in 2022. e added that the start of the construction of Parliament 
House of India is one of the most important stages of our 
democratic traditions. Read more 

Various COVID-19 vaccines being developed in India. 

 PM Modi at UN Climate Ambition Summit 

Prime Minister Narendra Modi, in his speech at the UN Climate 
Ambition Summit, on December 11, 2020 pledged that by 2047, 
centennial India will exceed the world’s expectations in 
implementing actions to counter climate change. He said that 
on the occasion of the fifth anniversary of the Paris Agreement 
- the most ambitious step in fight against climate change - the 
world shouldn’t lose sight of historical emissions. He called for a 
review of actions taken by all countries based on the 
commitments they had made under the agreement.  
 

Open letter from Mr. Narendra Singh Tomar, Agriculture Minister of India, to the farmers of India 
INtheIndiacountry 
The Union Agriculture Minister of India, Narendra Singh Tomar wrote an 
open letter to the farmers of the country, in a bid to clear confusion over 
the three farm laws and to dispel misconceptions and assure the farmers 
. He also said that the MSP and APMC mandis will continue and the 
government is ready to give a written assurance in this regard.  Highlights 
of this letter can be read here 

https://www.narendramodi.in/prime-minister-narendra-modi-lays-foundation-stone-of-new-parliament-building-552788
https://twitter.com/HCI_Ottawa/status/1339728543958376448
https://www.pscp.tv/narendramodi/1YqJDeaPkAAxV?t=4s
https://www.pscp.tv/narendramodi/1YqJDeaPkAAxV?t=4s
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Historical Fort cities of Madhya Pradesh declared UNESCO World Heritage Sites 

The Historical fort cities of Gwalior and Orchha in Madhya Pradesh 
have been included in the World Heritage Sites under the urban 
landscape city programme of the UNESCO. After being labelled in the 
list, cities will see the following works:  
1. Restoration and chemical treatment of the forts. 
2. Carvings and the painting on the wall would become distinctly  
     clear and approach roads would be widened. 
3. Guards would be posted to protect the sites. 

Global Teacher Prize - 2020 

  

60 Heads of Missions visits Bharat Biotech, Biological E vaccine facilities in Hyderabad 

A delegation of 60 foreign envoys visited manufacturing facilities of 
vaccine makers Bharat Biotech and Biological E in Hyderabad’s 
Genome Valley on December 09, 2020 as part a visit to familiarise 
them with the work underway for Covid-19 vaccines. The participants 
were briefed on India’s indigenous efforts to develop Covid-19 
vaccines, including ongoing clinical trials. As the world’s largest 
vaccine manufacturer, India will contribute significantly to global 
efforts for vaccines. As PM Narendra Modi said, India's vaccine 
production and delivery capacity will be used to help all humanity in 

ISRO launches new communication satellite CMS-01 successfully 

The Indian Space Research Organisation, ISRO, has successfully 
launched the country’s new communication satellite CMS-01 in the 
intended orbit in space. The workhorse rocket PSLV-C50 carrying the 
satellite lifted off from the second launch pad of the Satish Dhawan 
Space Centre, Sriharikota at 15.41 hours as planned. In just about 21 
minutes, the launch mission was accomplished, and the satellite was 
injected into the geo-syncronous transfer orbit. Read more 

 

A primary school teacher from Maharashtra’s Solapur district has 
won the Global Teacher Prize 2020 and one-million US dollar for 
promoting girls' education. Mr. Ranjit Sinh Disale from Paritewadi 
village, was awarded in recognition of his efforts to promote girls’ 
education and initiating a quick-response (QR) coded textbook 
revolution in India. 

 Prime Minister Narendra Modi speech on Farm Bill 
 

Prime Minister Narendra Modi in his speech on December 18, 
2020 addressed the farmers in Madhya Pradesh through video 
conferencing. "Farm laws have not been introduced overnight. 
Over last 20-30 years, central government and state 
governments had detailed discussions on these reforms. 
Agriculture experts, economists and progressive farmers have 
been demanding reforms,". Read more 

http://newsonair.com/News?title=ISRO-successfully-launches-country%e2%80%99s-communication-satellite-CMS-01&id=406216
https://www.businesstoday.in/current/economy-politics/farm-laws-not-introduced-overnight-was-discussed-extensively-for-20-30-years-says-pm-modi/story/425340.html
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HIGH COMMISSIONER’S CORNER 

On December 10, 2020, a webinar on issues related to mental 
health was organised by SAHYOG in collaboration with High 
Commission of India in Canada.  The webinar was organised 
for the International Indian students in Canada and focussed 
on mental health of students, especially during COVID-19 
pandemic. The speakers in the webinar were High 
Commissioner Ajay Bisaria, Dr. Amresh Shrivastava, a retired 
professor of Psychiatry and Ms. Shalini Tuscano, Mental 
Health advocate.  

High Commissioner Ajay Bisaria had a virtual meeting with 
the President of The Great India Festival (TGIF), Ottawa on 
December 10, 2020. They discussed the activities for the 

forthcoming 10
th

edition of the festival in 2021. TGIF is a 
premier annual cultural event, with an objective to 
showcase the culture and heritage of India through 
multifaceted programs covering music, arts, handicrafts, 
workshops, food, movies, etc. 

On December 02, 2020 High Commissioner Ajay Bisaria along 
with Toronto Consul General Mrs. Apoorva Srivastava had a 
virtual meeting with Mr. Alex Mihailidis, Associate Vice 
President of University of Toronto and his team. University of 
Toronto is among the top global universities of the world and 
hosts growing cohorts of Indian students. The main discussion 
involved opportunities for collaborations including visiting 
professors, Indian students, India Day celebrations in Toronto.  
  

High Commissioner Ajay Bisaria met with Hon’ble Bob 
Zimmer, Member of Parliament from the northern Rockies, 
British Columbia on December 17, 2020   at Thali Restaurant, 
Ottawa. They discussed several ideas on strengthening of 
India-Canada partnership in various sectors.  

High Commissioner Ajay Bisaria delivered special remarks 
on 20th December, 2020 at the event titled ‘Anubhava : 
Soliloquies on Ayurveda. The Science of life’ organised by 
Soft Power, India. High Commissioner spoke about the 
challenges being faced in promotion of Ayurveda in 
Canada where it is not yet recognized as a medical stream. 

https://twitter.com/i/status/1340638785160114176
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ARTS & CULTURE 

The open-air India Dance Festival is held against a background of 
rock sculptures in the beach town of Mamallapuram, just south of 
Chennai. It runs for a month and showcases a range of classical and 
folk dances from all over India. 
When: December 25 to January 25 every year. 
Where: Arjuna's Penance, Mamallapuram, near Chennai, Tamil 
Nadu. 

Mamallapuram Indian Dance Festival 

Source: December 2020 India Festivals and Events Guide 

(tripsavvy.com) 

EDUCATION 

 HEALTH and Wellness  

Export Promotion Council to boost export of AYUSH products 

The Ministry of Commerce and Industry and The Ministry of 
Ayurveda, Yoga & Naturopathy, Unani, Siddha and 
Homoeopathy (AYUSH) have decided to work together to set 
up an Export Promotion Council to boost AYUSH exports. 
Under the leadership of Prime Minister Narendra Modi, 
Government is committed to making India a leading exporter 
in this segment and holistic development of the healthcare 
sector. Read more 

Computer science students drawn to classes on Sanskrit, a 3,500-year-old language 

More computer science students are being drawn to taking up 

Sanskrit courses, a 3500 year old language,  at University of Toronto. 

The lingual connection between Sanskrit and Computer Science has 

been the subject of interest for quite some time. In addition, the 

rigidity of Sanskrit makes it less likely that an artificial intelligence 

algorithm would misinterpret commands. The same can’t be said of 

a language like English, which is looser with its rules and where 

words have multiple meanings. Read more 

Cabinet approves transformatory changes in Post Matric Scholarship for SCs 

The Cabinet Committee on Economic Affairs chaired by Prime Minister Shri Narendra Modi has 

today approved major and transformatory changes in the Centrally Sponsored Scheme ‘Post Matric 

Scholarship to students belonging to Scheduled Castes (PMS-SC)’ to benefit more than 4 Crore SC 

students in the next 5 years so that they can successfully complete their higher education. The Cabinet 

has approved a total investment of Rs. 59,048 Cr of which Central Government would spend Rs. 35,534 

Cr (60%) and the balance would be spent by the State Govts. Read more 

 

https://www.tripsavvy.com/december-india-festivals-and-events-guide-1539399
https://www.tripsavvy.com/december-india-festivals-and-events-guide-1539399
https://pib.gov.in/PressReleasePage.aspx?PRID=1678702
https://www.religion.utoronto.ca/news/its-good-coding-computer-science-students-drawn-classes-sanskrit-3500-year-old-language
https://pib.gov.in/PressReleseDetailm.aspx?PRID=1682967
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Endorsing India’s continuing rise as a global hub of manufacturing, 
Walmart today announced that it will triple its exports of goods from 
India to $10 billion each year by 2027. Walmart’s new export 
commitment is expected to provide a significant boost to micro-, 
small- and medium-sized enterprises (MSMEs) in India. The 
expansion in sourcing will include helping develop hundreds of new 
suppliers in categories such as food, pharmaceuticals, consumables, 
health & wellness, and general merchandise, along with apparel, 
homeware and other key Indian export categories. Read more 

Walmart Commits to Sourcing $10 Billion of India-Made Goods Each Year by 2027 

MSP Operations during Kharif Marketing Season 2020-21 

In the ongoing Kharif Marketing Season (KMS) 2020-21, Government 
continues to procure Kharif 2020-21 crops at its MSP from farmers as 
per its existing MSP Schemes. Paddy procurement is continuing 
smoothly in the procuring States & UTs of Punjab, Haryana, Uttar 
Pradesh, Telangana, Uttarakhand, Tamil Nadu, Chandigarh, Jammu & 
Kashmir, Kerala, Gujarat, Andhra Pradesh, Chhattisgarh, Odisha, 
Madhya Pradesh, Maharashtra and Bihar with purchase of over 362.31 
LMTs of paddy up to 09.12.2020 against the last year corresponding 
purchase of 298.79 LMT showing an increase of 21.25 % over last year. 
Read more 

Invest - Uttar Pradesh  

Uttar Pradesh is rapidly transforming its business climate and has achieved 2nd 
Rank in Ease of Doing Business reforms in India. Known as land of infinite 
opportunities, the State has identified several focus sectors and sunrise sectors 
with huge potential for investment. For the ease of investment, Uttar Pradesh 
Government has launched “Invest UP” to rejuvenate its investment potential 
and create new opportunities. For website, click here  

The cobwebs of lies and misinformation are now being removed, and the truth is becoming apparent 
to our hard-working farmers 
 Union Minister for Housing & Urban Affairs and Civil Aviation, 
Hardeep Puri lays bare the truth of farm reforms. The govt has 
repeatedly requested the farmers to talk and help resolve any of 
their concerns. States will be allowed to impose taxes on the 
mandis and even though the govt has made time-bound dispute 
resolution mechanisms, we have also agreed to give access to civil 
courts in case of disputes.  Read full article here 

ECOnOMY 

https://corporate.walmart.com/newsroom/2020/12/10/walmart-commits-to-sourcing-10-billion-of-india-made-goods-each-year-by-2027
https://pib.gov.in/PressReleasePage.aspx?PRID=1679773
http://invest.up.gov.in/
https://www.tribuneindia.com/news/comment/lets-not-allow-lies-to-derail-farm-reforms-189385
https://meadashboard.gov.in/
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➢ Latest Advisory: Travel and Visa Restrictions Related to COVID-19. Read here 
➢ Advisory relating to travel and visa restrictions for availing flights under bilateral air travel arrangements 

(‘air bubble’ scheme) and ‘Vande Bharat Mission’ flights between India and Canada. Read here  

 

ADVISORiES  
➢    Vande Bharat Mission Phase 8 - Revised Flight Schedule. Click here 
➢ Notice for Issue of Life Certificate. Click here 
➢ Advisory for Walk-in Consular Services at High Commission. Click here  

➢ Beware about Scam Telephone Calls. See our advisory here 

COMMUNITY VIBES 

Website of 16th Pravasi Bhartiya Divas (PBD) was inaugurated by 
Minister of State for External Affairs on December 08, 2020. Due 

to COVID-19, PBD 2021 will be held in a virtual format with 
the participants joining the convention online. The theme of 
the PBD 2021 will be “Contributing to Aatmanirbhar 
Bharat”. PBD 2021 will not only provide opportunity to 
Indian diaspora to come together but also deliberate on 
solutions to the socio-economic challenges currently faced 
by India. 

16th Pravasi Bhartiya Divas 

 
Launch  of Global Pravasi Rishta Portal and Mobile App by Minister of State for External 
Affairs 

The External Affairs Ministry on 30th December 2020 launched the Global Pravasi Rishta portal and app to 
connect with the nearly 3.12-crore strong Indian diaspora across the world. Speaking at the launch of the 
portal and app, Minister of State for External Affairs V Muraleedharan said it aims to create a three-way 
communication between the ministry, Indian missions, and the diaspora. He added that the mobile app 
will be used by the diaspora and the Indian nationals, while the portal web interface will be used by the 
missions.  Portal is created to enable the registration of Indian diaspora members i.e. NRIs, PIOs and the 
OCIs which is not just going to facilitate the Indian government to connect with the overseas Indian 
community but also facilitate NRIs, OCIs and PIOs community by connecting them to various new and 
existing government schemes benefiting them in various areas of interest. Watch launch ceremony video  
 

https://www.hciottawa.gov.in/whatsnew?id=42
https://www.hciottawa.gov.in/whatsnew?id=34
https://www.hciottawa.gov.in/whatsnew?id=47
https://www.hciottawa.gov.in/whatsnew?id=41
https://www.hciottawa.gov.in/whatsnew?id=37
https://www.hciottawa.gov.in/whatsnew?id=32
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=EWqxWjMU6_Y
https://www.indiaperspectives.gov.in/en_US/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=EWqxWjMU6_Y
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=EWqxWjMU6_Y
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=EWqxWjMU6_Y
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Follow us on Social Media 

Compiled by the Press, Information and Culture Wing of the High Commission of India, Ottawa 

To subscribe/unsubscribe, please email 
inf.ottawa@mea.gov.in 
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