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  Celebrations of Teacher’s  Day and Hindi Diwas 2020
On the occasion of Teacher's Day celebrated in India on 5th September, 
2020 to coincide with the birth anniversary of great philosopher-
Teacher Dr. Sarvepalli Radhakrishnan who was the second President of 
India, High Commisioner Ajay Bisaria recognized contributions of 
teachers of Mukul Hindi School, Ottawa for their outstanding 
contributions for over 30 years. Watch a short documentary on Dr. 
Radhakrishnan here.  

Mrs. Aruna Gupta, one of the 
teachers so recognised, recited  a 
beautiful Hindi poem .  She has been 
associated with the School since it 
was founded in 1971.
Click here for a video

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=HtmAajQgHRM&feature=youtu.be
https://www.facebook.com/watch/?v=3973639935985616
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       Mission Karmayogi

We deeply mourn the loss of our former President, Shri Pranab 
Mukherjee who passed away on 31 Aug 2020. Friends from 
Canada and the diplomatic community turned up at the High 
Commision of India to sign the condolence book while many 
also conveyed their condolences online.

Mission Karmayogi - National Program for Civil Services Capacity Building approved by India’s 
cabinet will radically improve the Human Resource management practices in the Government. It 
will use scale & state of the art infrastructure to augment the capacity of Civil Servants. 
Read more about the initiative

Condolence Book for  Shri Pranab Mukherjee

https://twitter.com/i/status/1302773144453869570
https://www.hciottawa.gov.in/pdf/news/Karamyogi.pdf


Prime Minister Narendra Modi launched Pradhan 
Mantri Matsya Sampada Yojana, e-GOPALA App and 
other initiatives in the fisheries and animal husbandry 
sectors in Bihar. A comprehensive breed movement 
marketplace and information portal for the direct use 
of Farmers. Click here for video of PM dedicating 
these services to the nation.

      

Indian Parliament passed 3 Historic and Path Breaking Labour 
Codes in last week of September.  Since time immemorial, 
inequality in average wages between men and women has 
persisted in all sectors. New labor laws guarantee equal pay for 
equal work. The Occupational Safety, Health and Working 
Conditions Code 2020, seeks to amend the laws regulating the 
occupational safety, health and working conditions of the 
persons employed in an establishment. The second bill, The 
Industrial Relations Code 2020, aims at amending the laws 
relating to Trade Unions, conditions of employment in 
industrial establishment  or   undertaking,   investigation   and 

Atma Nirbhar India
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Parliament passed the Farmers (Empowerment and Protection) Agreement on Price Assurance 
and Farm Services Bill, 2020 to empower farmers for engaging with processors, aggregators, etc 
without any fear of exploitation. 

settlement of industrial disputes. The third bill, The Code on Social Security, 2020 seeks to 
amend the laws relating to social security of the employees in the country.

https://youtu.be/aDMADz9c7j0
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=aDMADz9c7j0&feature=youtu.be
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Prime Minister address at High Level Meeting of UNGA to Commemorate 
the 75th anniversary of the United Nations

Prime Minister Shri Narendra Modi addressed the High 
Level Meeting of UNGA on 21st September  to 
commemorate the 75th anniversary of the United Nations. 
To mark the historic occasion, the 193 UN member states 
adopted a forward-looking political declaration, negotiated 
through an intergovernmental process, on the theme of 'The 
future we want, the United Nations we need: reaffirming 
our collective commitment to multilateralism.' 
See English translation of the Address here

India joins global biodiversity genomics 
initiative. Zoological Survey of India, Ministry 
of Environment, Forest and Climate Change, 
Government of India has signed a MoU on 
29.06.2020 with Canada based International 
Barcode of Life Consortium (IBOL) that is 
working for an earth observation system through 
DNA-based analysis. 

MOU signed between Zoological Survey of India & International 
Barcode of Life Corporation, Canada.

Prime Minister Shri. Narendra Modi’s nudges helped in Covid fight
Prime Minister Shri Narendra Modi's frequent public 
appearances and assurances in the Initial days of the 
pandemic were critical in setting in motion India’s 
response with an unprecendented 21-days lockdown, 
according to a Cambridge study that used machine 
learning and Al-based algorithms to identify key 
interventions. Read more

Prime Minister Shri Narendra Modi Offers Indian Vaccine Production 
Capacity to Help Humanity
In a video statement to the United Nations General 
Assembly on 26th September, 2020 which is being held 
virtually this year, Prime Minister Shri Narendra Modi 
said, “India’s ability to develop and distribute a Covid-
19 vaccine will be used to help the world”. As the 
largest vaccine-producing country in the world, Prime 
Minister gave one more assurance to the global 
community, Shri  Modi said  “India’s vaccine 
production and delivery capacity will be used for 
humanity in fighting this crisis,  and India will also 
boost cold chain and storage capacity for the vaccine”.
Continue reading

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=VEL_RQ3GjoM&feature=youtu.be&fbclid=IwAR16Y35yyxQGnp94DSUXwepkznoPYVkVGjYHrmm_a3fmHWwMVIuiOLD_rmM
https://ibol.org/news/india-officially-joins-ibol-consortium/
https://twitter.com/wionews/status/1307029327523934208?s=21&fbclid=IwAR1tBUsFG0mdXRHsZf9Ni3x8xaqs7NCSlJFJoDPqnkvXCspvS_3Qs2KReng
https://www.hciottawa.gov.in/extra?id=48
https://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/india/pm-modis-nudges-got-1-3bn-people-to-join-covid-fight-says-cambridge-study/articleshow/78095884.cms
https://www.bloomberg.com/news/articles/2020-09-26/modi-offers-indian-vaccine-production-capacity-to-help-humanity


https://twitter.com/i/status/1309117304836444160Fit India Dialogue 
Prime Minister Shri Narendra Modi led the Fit India Dialogue on 24th September, 2020 . It brings 
together Fitness Infuencers and enthusiasts for a fruitful discussion on how to remain fit and 
healthy. A conversation with one of the most fit icons of today the phenomenal Mr.Virat Kohli, 
Mr. Milind Soman, Ms. Rujuta Diwekar, Swami Shivadhyanam Saraswati, Mr. Mukul Kanitkar, 
Mr. Devendra Jhajharia,  Mr. Afsan Ashiq and many more joined on how to remain fit and healthy. 
Continue reading..

After serving nine years in Liberia, India’s first all-woman UN 
peacekeeping unit has returned home on 14th February. The 
Indian Formed Police Unit (FPU) is also the world’s first all-
women unit to have successfully served the UN Peacekeeping 
Mission in Liberia (UNMIL) since 2007. The force was drawn 
from the Rapid Action Force of the Central Reserve Police 
Force. Read more

All female Indian police unit departs UN mission in Liberia

Prime Minister inaugurated six mega projects in Uttarakhand under 
Namami Gange campaign

PM inaugurated ‘Ganga Avalokan’, the first of its 
kind museum on River Ganga;  Announced a 
special 100-day campaign from Oct 2nd to ensure 
drinking water connection to every school & 
Anganwadi in the country; Lauded Uttarakhand 
Government for providing drinking water 
connection to more than 50 thousand families 
even during the period of Corona. Sewage 
treatment capacity of Uttarakhand increased 4 
times in the last 6 years due to Namami Gange 
Mission. Over 130 drains flowing into River 
Ganga closed in the last 6 years. Read more

https://twitter.com/i/status/1309117304836444160
https://meadashboard.gov.in/
https://pmindiawebcast.nic.in/2020/24sep20.html
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=q4HFB8ahfuA
https://pib.gov.in/PressReleseDetail.aspx?PRID=1657626
https://thelogicalindian.com/story-feed/get-inspired/the-worlds-first-all-women-indian-police-unit-is-back-home-after-9-years/
https://pib.gov.in/PressReleseDetail.aspx?PMO=3&PRID=1660011
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On 9th September High Commissioner Ajay 
Bisaria had a video conversation with host 
Nayanima Basu, Diplomatic Editor of The 
Print (India) on India Canada relations. He 
pointed out that Khalistani groups were losing 
support in Canada, and that the Justin Trudeau 
administration had rejected the so-called 
‘Referendum 2020’ for a separate Sikh 
country. Watch the full interview here

High Commissioner Ajay Bisaria had a virtual 
meeting on 3rd September, 2020 with President Dr. 
Joy Johnson, Professor  of Simon Fraser 
University and her team. They discussed greater 
engagement with India with resident scholars, 
India chairs, IC-IMPACTS; welfare of over 750 
enrolled and incoming Indian students; visa issues 
and online education. 

Khalistani issue has no traction left in Canada 

High Comissioner Ajay Bisaria  had a virtual 
meeting on  2nd September, 2020 with Mr. 
Sandeep Goel, President & CEO of ICICI Bank 
Canada. They discussed growing banking 
opportunties between the two countries as India-
Canada economic ties become deeper and 
broader. 

High Commissioner Ajay Bisaria and Consul General, 
Toronto Apoorva Srivastava had a virtual meeting on 
3rd September, 2020 with Honourable Ralph Eichler, 
Minister of Economic Development & Training of 
Manitoba.  They discussed a range of opportunties 
including  in India-Manitoba trade, students, medical 
supplies from India, agri-tech, mining and minerals.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=EtfTZ8Do8fY&feature=emb_share&fbclid=IwAR1RbI-bihuwuEelTCjTjX7pPmwQQ3sqBbtLISk09D6JLX9rF5_C6Ewv-Qo
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=EtfTZ8Do8fY&feature=emb_share&fbclid=IwAR1RbI-bihuwuEelTCjTjX7pPmwQQ3sqBbtLISk09D6JLX9rF5_C6Ewv-Qo


High Commissioner Ajay Bisaria on 9th September, 
2020 met with business leaders of the pharma industry 
of Dr. Reddy’s Laboratories Canada Inc., Natco 
Pharma Canada and  Auro Pharma Inc during his visit 
to Toronto.

On  9th  September 2020 High Commissioner Ajay Bisaria  
called on the Honourable Elizabeth Dowdeswell, Lieutenant 
Governor of Ontario in Toronto.

High Commissioner Ajay Bisaria and Consul General 
Ms. Apoorva Srivastava met on 9th September, 2020 
with Members of Parliament and Provincial Parliament 
in Toronto.

High Commissioner had a number of meetings 
in Saskatoon on 23rd Sep 2020 with a galaxy of 
leaders from business, industry, academia and 
health. 
India sources pulses, uranium, potash and more 
from Canada’s richly endowed prairie province 
of Saskatchewan. 
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High Commissioner Ajay Bisaria had a 
virtual meeting on 16th September, 2020 
with Dr. Mona Nemer, Canada’s Chief 
Science Advisor and talked about vaccines 
and other issues. The High Commissioner 
briefed her on India’s biotech ecosystem and 
capacity to scale up vaccine production. 
Both countries will explore deeper Science 
& Technology Cooperation. Dr. Nemer 
proposed bilateral collaboration in training 
human resource dealing with such crisis in 
future.

High Commissioner Ajay Bisaria 
delivered opening remarks at a panel 
discussion “Digital Transformation of 
Healthcare- Future of Health” 
organised by the Indo-Canadian 
Business Chamber (ICBC) on 
September 17.  Other participants 
included High Commissioner of 
Canada in India, HE Nadir Patel, Dr. 
Sangita Reddy Joint MD Apollo 
Hospitals and Ms. Michelle 
DiEmanuele, President and CEO of 
Trillium Health Partners. The 
panelists deliberated on healthcare 
digital transformation, scenarios of 
digital tools to make an impact – AI, 
Telemedicine, and the future of 
health. The pandemic is a unique 
opportunity to rethink national and 
global health systems. 

     8/Page

High Commissioner Ajay Bisaria visited Saskatchewan  on 
22nd September, 2020 and met with Dr. Paul D. Hodgson, 
Vaccine and Infectious Disease Organization - International 
Vaccine Centre (VIDO-InterVac) and Mr. Victor Thomas 
CEO of Canada-India Business Council. They discussed the 
impressive  scientific work of the Centre on  COVID 
vaccine development. High Commissioner conveyed that 
India will be happy to partner Canada in this crucial area.

Participants & Panelists seen in the photo above: Ms. Nadira 
Hamid, CEO ICBC, Dr. Dante Morra, President, Trillium Health 
Partners Solutions, Ms.Vinita Sethi, SVP & Chief Public Affairs 
Officer, Apollo Hospitals, Mr. Sergio Calvo, President, Jubiliant 
Radiopharma, Dr. Michael Byrne, CEO & Founder, Satisfai Health, 
Mr. Dale Vandenborre, Digital Heth Lead, New Brunswick, Mr. 
Vikram Jain, Trade Commissioner Services Canada.



High Commissioner  Ajay Bisaria had a virtual meeting 
on 23rd  September, 2020 with Alberta Premier Hon Jason 
Kenney in Calgary. They discussed a number of  areas of 
cooperation between India and Alberta and ways to 
intensify cooperation in areas like energy, agriculture, 
finance, IT.

On 24th September 2020, High Commissioner Ajay Bisaria 
atttended the Banff Global Business Forum, Canada’s Mini-
Davos, with the Rockies as spectacular backdrop.  He spoke 
about the India story adding that India’s peaceful rise will 
define its relations with the world in coming decades and will 
present unique opportunities to its partners.  

On 24th September High Commissioner Ajay Bisaria met with 
Calgary’s charismatic Indo-Canadian Mayor Naheed Nenshi . 
They discussed about his recent trip to India  and enormous 
opportunities  for investments between India and Canada. He also 
met the young mayor for a day Mr. Suchir Srivastava, a 16-year-
old Henry Wise Wood high school student. 
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High Commissioner Ajay Bisaria addressed the participants of a successful virtual interaction 
organized on 29 September on consular matters.  Participants got answers to their specific 
queries, updates of their cases and were informed of latest developments in processing of PCC, 
Life certificates, Police clearance for passports etc. It was announced that such interactions will 
be held regularly.



 

Source: https://www.tripsavvy.com/october-india-festivals-and-events-guide-1539301

Arts & CultureArts & Culture

      EducationEducation

 Navaratri, Durga Puja and Dussehra: October 17-26, 2020.

Prime Minister Narendra Modi along with President 
Ram Nath Kovind addressed the inaugural session of 
the Governor’s Conference on 7th September, 2020. 
The Prime Minister also discussed the new National 
Education Policy, NEP 2020 and its transformational 
impact. PM Modi said that NEP 2020 is working 
towards building an Atmanirbhar Bharat. President 
Shri. Kovind said that the policy would be helpful in 
making Indian students global citizens. For the key 
highlights of their speeches Read here

Durga Puja is a Hindu celebration of the Mother Goddess and the victory of the revered warrior 
Goddess Durga over the evil buffalo demon Mahishasura. The festival honors the powerful 
female force (shakti) in the Universe. The nine days of the Navaratri festival honor the mother 
goddess Durga in all her incarnations. The tenth day, called Dussehra, celebrates the defeat of the 
demon king Ravan by Lord Ram and monkey god Hanuman. It also coincides with Durga's 
victory over the evil buffalo demon Mahishasura. In eastern India, the festival is observed as 
Durga Puja. It's the biggest festival of the year in Kolkata. Huge statues of the Goddess Durga are 
made and immersed in the river there. In Delhi, nightly Ramlila plays are held around the Red 
Fort, recounting episodes from the life of Lord Ram.

https://www.tripsavvy.com/most-popular-festivals-in-india-1539299
https://twitter.com/narendramodi/status/1302836032916783105
https://www.timesnownews.com/education/article/nep-2020-pm-modi-president-vcs-of-universities-to-discuss-new-education-policy-1030-today-details/648689


Additional flights under Vande Bharat Mission Phase VI has been scheduled from Canada 
(Toronto & Vancouver) for the month of October 2020 also. For schedule of flights, click here . 
Bookings can be done directly at www.airindia.in . Registration with us- High Commission or the 
two Consulates, needs to be done through the respective websites.  Travellers don’t require any 
confirmation of registration.

ADVISORIESADVISORIES

COMMUNITY VIBESCOMMUNITY VIBES  

Before planning any travel to India, please see the Latest Advisory from Bureau of Immigration, 
Ministry of Home Affairs on Travel and Visa Restrictions Related to Covid-19  click here

Advisory for taking appointment for Walk-in Consular Services at High Commission. Read here 

Golden Temple: Centre allows foreign donations. For the 
first time since 1984, the Golden Temple has been allowed 
to receive foreign donations by the Union government. 
Read here

Opportunity to participate in the latest edition of Bharat Ko Janiye (BKJ) Quiz 2020-21 and a 
chance  to visit and know about India its culture, historical sights, economic development etc.  
Two editions of Bharat Ko Janiye quiz have already been held in 2015-16 and 2018-19. For 
participation details and guidelines Read here   Registration link.

The Canada India Foundation (CIF) has announced to 
donate C$21,000 to the langar at the Golden Temple in 
Amritsar where over 100,000 people eat free meals each 
day. Read here

Hon’ble Prime Minister will be inaugurating VAIBHAV Summit on 2nd October'2020 in the 
virtual presence of registered academia and researchers from across the world.  The Summit will 
bring together Indian Diaspora researchers along with Indian scientists and academicians to find 
mechanisms for elevating India’s academic and R&D culture with a problem solving approach 
for well defined objectives. The VAIBHAV initiative aims to bring out the comprehensive 
roadmap to leverage the expertise and knowledge of global Indian researcher for solving 
emerging challenges. By bringing the Indian Overseas and Resident academicians/scientists 
together a structure of association will be evolved. The aim of summit is to reflect in-depth on the 
collaboration and cooperation instruments with academia and scientists in India. The goal is to 
create an ecosystem of Knowledge and Innovation in the country through global outreach. 
See more details..

Vaishwik Bharatiya Vaigyanik Summit from 2nd October - 7th November 2020

Bharat Ko Janiye Quiz 2020-21

http://bharatkojaniye.in/
https://www.hciottawa.gov.in/whatsnew?id=36
https://www.hciottawa.gov.in/whatsnew?id=35
https://www.hciottawa.gov.in/whatsnew?id=37
https://indianexpress.com/article/india/golden-temple-centre-allows-foreign-donations-6589763/
https://www.hciottawa.gov.in/newsevent?id=396
https://bharatkojaniye.in/
https://www.tribuneindia.com/news/punjab/golden-temple-langar-gets-big-donation-from-canada-india-foundation-146333
https://innovate.mygov.in/vaibhav-summit/#tab1


Follow us on Social Media

Compiled by the Press, Information and Culture Wing of the High Commission of India, Ottawa

 For Subscription or to Unsubscribe, please email 
inf.ottawa@mea.gov.in
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https://www.instagram.com/highcommissionofindia/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCslEoe281wMisuf_wLd0WEQ
https://www.facebook.com/hciottawa/
https://twitter.com/HCI_Ottawa
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